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for that which lays down Rules out of Tally 

for Pronunciation atid A@ion, to the Ingeni- 

ous Author of a Poerjuft Publithed, Entitled 
Ax Ode to the Creator of the World, occafioned by 
the Fragmentsof Orpheus. 


T is a Remark made, as 1 remember, by a ce- 
I lebrated French Author, that 20 Man ever 
pufhed bis Capacity as far as st was able to ex- 
tend. 1 thall not enquire whether this Affertion 
be itri@ly true. It may fuffice to fay, that Menof 
the-greateft Application and Acquirements can look 
back upon many vacant Spaces, and neglected Parts 
of Time, which have flipped away from them un- 
employed ; and there- is hardly any ome conider- 
ing Perfon in the World, but is apt to fancy with 
himfelf, at fome time or other, that if his Life were 
to begin again, he could fill it up better. 

The Mind is moft provoked to caft on it felf 
this ingenuous Reproach, when the Examples of 
fuch Men are prefented to it, as have far outhot 
the generality of their.Species, in Learning, Arts, or 
any valuable [mprovements. 

One of the moft extenfiveand improved Genius’s 
we have had any Inftance of in our own Nation, 
or perhaps in auy other, was that of Sir Fraacis 
Basex Lord Verulam. This great Man, by an ex- 
traordinary Force of Nature,Compafs of Thought, 
and indefatigable Study, had amaffed to himfelf 
fuch Stores of-Knowledge as we cannot look up- 
on‘without Amszement. His Capacity feems to 
have grafped All that was revealed in Books be- 


I Am obliged for the following Effay, as well ss 


fore his Time; and uot fatistied with that, he be- 


gan to firike out new Tracks of Science, too ma- 
ny to be travelled: over by any one Man, in the 
Compafs of the longeit Lite. Thefe, therefore, 
he could only mark down, like imperteét Coatt- 
inys' ix Mars; or fuppofed Points of Land, to be 
further difcovered, and afcertained by the Induftry 
of Afier.Ages, who should proceed upon his Notices 
or Conjeé.ures. 

The Excellent Mr. Boyle was the Perfon, who 
feems to have been dcfigned by Nature to fuccced 
to the Labours aud Enquiries of that ¢strsordina- 
sy Genius I have juft mentioned. By innumerable 

speriments He, in a great Meature, filled upthole 
Plans and Out-Lines of Science, which his Prede- 


ceffor had sketched out. His Life was fpent in 
the Purfuit of Nature, through a reat Variety of 
Forms and Changes, and in the moft rational, as 
well asdevout Adoration of its Divine Author, 

It would, be impoffible to name many Perfons, 
who have their fo far as thefe 
two, in the Studies they purfued; but my learned 
Readers, on this Occafion, will naturally turn their 
Thoughts to a Tird, who is yet living, and is like- 
wife the Giory of our own Nation. The Improve- 
ments which others had made in Natural and Ma- 


-thematical Knowledge have fo vaftly . increaféd it 


his Hands, asto afford at. oncea wonderful Inttance 
how great the Capacity is of an Haman Soul, and 
how inexhauftible the Subje@ of its Enquiries ; fo 
true is that Remark in Holy Writ, that, tho’ a wife 
Man feek to find out the Works of Ged from the Be. 
ginning to the End, yet foall be nut be able to do it. 

I cannot help mentioning here one Charaéter more 
of a different kind indeed. from thefe, yet fuch 2 
one as may ferve to fhew the wonderful Force of 
Nature and of Application, und is the moft fingular 
Inftance of an Univerfal Genius | have ever mer 
with. The Perfon [| mean is Leonardo da Vinci, 
an Italian Painter, defcended from a noble Family 
in Tajcazy, about the beginning of the Sixteenth 
Century. [n his Profeffion of Hiftory-Painting he 
was fo great a Matter, that it is affirmed he excelled 
al! who went before him, that he raifed the Envy 
of Michael ng who was his Contemporary, and 
that from the Study of his Works Raphael himfelf 
Jearned his beft Manner of Defigning. He was a 
Matter coo in Sculpture and Archite€ture, and 
skillful in Anatomy, Mathemnaticks, and Mecha- 
nicks. The Aquadu& trom the River Adda to 
Milaz, is mentioned as a Work of his Con- 
trivance. He had learned feveral Languages, and 
Was aequainted with the Studies of Hiftory 
Philofophy, Poetry; and Mofick. Tho’ it is noe 
neceflary to my prefent Purpofe, | cannot but take 
Notice, that all who have writ of him men- 
tion likewife his Perfe@ions of Body. The In- 
ftances of his Strength are almoft incredible. He is 
defcribed to have been of a well-tormed Perfon 
audaM fter ofall genteel Exercifes, And laftly we 
are told that his moral Quatitics were agreeable to 
his nataral and inteli«@ual Endowments, and that 
he was of an hone and generous Mind, adorned 
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‘<a With ereat Sweetnefs of Manners. I might break 


*off the Account of him here, but | imagine it will 
be uri Entertainment to the Curiofity of my Rea- 
dérs> to find fo remarkable a Character diftinguith’d 
by as remarkable a Circumftance at his Death. The 
Fame of his Works having gained him an univerfal 
Efteem, he was invited to the Court of France, 
where, ‘after fome time, he fell fick; and Francis 
the Firft coming to vifit him, he raifed himfelf in 
his Bed to acknowledge the Honour which was 
done him by that Vifit. The King embraced Kim, 
and Leorardo fainting at the fame Inftant, expired 
in the Arms of that great Monarch. 

It is impoffible to attend to fuch Inftancesas thefe 
without being raifed into a Contemplation on the 
wonderful Nature of an Human Mind, which is 
capable of fuch Progreffions in Knowledge, andcan 
contain fuch a Variety of Ideas without Perplexity 
or Confuafion. How reafonable is it from hence to 
infer its Divine Original? And whilft we find un 
thinking Matter indued witha Natural Power to lait 
for ever, unlefs annihilated by Omnipotence, how 


abfurd wou'd it be to imagine, that a Being fo. 


much Superior to it fhou’d not have the fame Pri- 
vilege? 

- At the fame time it is very furprizing, when 
we remove our Thoughts from fuch Inftances 
as I have mentioned, to confider thofe we fo 
frequently meet with in the Accounts of bar- 
barous Nations athong the Indians; where we 
find Numbers of People who fcarce thew the 
firftt Glimmerings of Reafon, and feem tohave few 
Ideas above thofe of Senfe and Appetite. Thefe, 
methinks, sppear like large Wilds, or uncultivated 
Tra&ts of Human Nature; and when we compare 
them with Men of the moft exalted Charaéters in 
Arts and Learning, we find it difficult to believe 
that they are Creaturés of the fame Species. 

Seme are of Opinion that the Souls of Men are 
all naturally equal, and that the great Difparity we 
fo often obferve, arifes from, the diferent i- 
zation orStreese of the Bodies to which they are 
United. But whatever conftitutes this fir& Difpari- 
ty, the next great Difference which we find between 
Men in their feveral Acquirements is owing to acci- 
dental Differences in their Education, Fortunes, or 
Courfe of Life. The Soul is a kind of rough 
Diamond, which requires Art, Labour, and Time 
to polith it. For wantof which, manya good Na- 
tural Genius is loft, or lies unfathioned, likea Jewel 
in the Mine. 

One of the ftrongeft Incitements to excel in fuch 
Arts and Aceugeaens as are in the highelt 
Etteem among Men, is the natural Paffion which 
the Mind of Man has for Glory; which, though it 
may be faulty in the Excefs of it, ought by no means 
to be difcouragec. Perhaps fome Moralifts are too 
fevere in beating down this Principle, which feems 
to be a Spring implanted by Nature to give Motion 
to all the latent Powers of the Soul, .and is always 
obferv’d to exert itfelf with the greateft Force in_the 
moft generous Difpotitions. The Men, whofe Cha- 
ra@ers have thane the brighteft among the ancient Ro- 
mans, appeat to: heve been: ftrongly animated by this 
Paffion. Cicero, whofe Learning and Services to 
his Country are {» well known, was inflamed by 
it to an extravagant Degree, and warmly preffes 
Lesteins, who was ng a Hiftory of thofe 
Tienes, ta.be very particular and zeslous in relating 
theScory af his Coafalthip ; end to execute it {pee 
dily, that he might have the Pleafure of enjoying in 










his Life-time fome Part of the Glory which he fore- 
faw wou’d be paid to his Memory. This was the 
Ambition of a great Mind ; but he is faulty in the 
Defrcee of it, and cannot refrain from folliciting the 
Hiftorian upon thisOccafion to neglect the ftri€t Laws 
of Hiftory,and in praifing him,even toexceed the Bounds 
of Fruth, The younger Pliny appears to have had 
the fame Paffion for Fame, but accompanied with 
greater Chaftnefs and Modefty. His Ingenuous man- 
ner of owning it toa Friend, who had prompted him 
to undertake fome great Work, is exquifitely beauti- 
ful, and raifes him to a certain Grandeur above the 
Imputation of Vanity. J mnuft confefs, fayshe, that 
nothing employs my Thoughts more than the Defire I 
have of perpetnating my Name, which in my Opiion 
is a Defign worthy of u Man, at leaft of fuch a one, 
who being confcions of no Guilt, is not afraid to bere- 
member'’d by Pofterity. 

_ think 1 ought not to conclude, without intereft- 
ing all my Readers in the Subje@ of this Difcourte. 
I fhall therefore lay it down as a Maxim, that tho’ 
all are nat capable of thining in Learning or the 
Politer Arts, yet every one is capable of excelling in 
fomething, The Soul has in this Refpe& a certain 
vegetative Power, which cannot lie wholly idle, If 
it is not laid out and cultivated into a regular and 
beautiful Garden, it will of itfelf (hoot upin Weeds 
or Flowers of a wilder Growth. 


ADVERTISEMENTS: 


By her Majefty’s Company of Comedians. 


A‘ the T heatre Royal in Drury-Lare this prefent 
Friday being che sch Day of December, will: b: picfented a 
C-medy of Three A&s only, call’d, A Duke and no Dute. To 
— — ane : ey 4 of Two A&s, call'd, The Co- 
mical Rivals, or the Scho |-boy. By Her Majefty’s Comman 
fons are to be admitced behind on Scenes, onan — 
Never Perform’d but Thrice. 
T the Q.cen’s Theatre in the Hay-Market, to 


»M-rrow boeing Sarday the 6th Day of Decemb:r, 
prifen =. ew Opera call’d The Fuichfal Shepherd. Camopra'd y 
Mr. He vl. The Parts © be pertormed by Signicr Cavaliery Valor 
a'.0 Pelleg: «iy Signor Valentino Urbani, Signiora Pilotti Schiavonetti, 
Signi-ra Margaretia de 1*Byine. Mrs. Barbier and Mr. Leveridge. 
Boxcs 8s. Pit ge, Gallery as. 6d. Roxes upon the Sage Helt a 


Guinea, To begin exa@ly.at Si Clock. 
on the Stage. 8 y.at Six a Clock. No Perlonco ftandup- 


AN Entertainment by Mr. CLINCH of Bar- 
» A net, who imitates che Fiure, Dondle Curtel, the Organs with 3 
Vuices, the Horn, Huntfman and Pack of Hounds, the Show D>» - 
tor, the Ol Woman. the Diunken Man, the Bells: All Inftri- 
meres ore perfirmed by his naturdl Voice, To which is added an 
Efex Song by Mr. Clinch himlf, To be feon this pref-nt Evenin 

at 7 @ Chuck, 2c che Quesn's- Ars Tavern on Ludgate-Hill. Prise 1 : 


_ _ _Juft Publith’d, 
A Poem intituled, An Ode to the Creator of 
the World, occofioned ty the Fragments of Orph'us. Princed {.r 


oy he ae at Shakefpcar's Head over ogsin:t Caberine-ftreet in 


The Agents for the Captors gi i 
ve Notice, th 
will put up to Sale this Day, the sth e December, at i pied 
Coff.c houte in Birchin-lane, at 3.a-Cleck, the remaiping Part of the 
Cargo of the Ship Stedan of Staekholm, lying at Porifmouth, con- 
demn’d 48 Prize by the Rt. Hon. the Lords of Appeal, ccnfitting of 410 
Bags of Maer Wooll, 21 Casks of Cochere:l, 29 @kins and 8 
Casks of Silvefter, 9 Cheflsef Indign, 410 Barrels of Rais, 6 Pipesos 
pickled Lemons, a Bales of Spin'th Cuordevants, and feveral Pots and 
Caske of damaged Olives. Toe Samples of the faid Woollt, Ci che- 
neal Tadigo, Scc. are eo be fecn at Gam. Proctcr’s, Broker in$ Mar- 
tin'elane, Cannoneftres: ; where Ca: I gues may be hed. and at the 
faid Marine Coff.e-houfe. The Buyer co pry down ¢ Guincasin 
fir each Lot he buys. Nees that this Sale will mot exceed half an 
Hour paft 3 before ic . So Profter, Broker. 
Enquiry ts made for a little Houfe, Stable, Out- 
Houfes, Garden, Scc. with cbouca hundred Acres, or more, of Ea- 
clo‘ure lying eo it; any where within a Days Journey of London 
a — a good warts, - in a Healchtul Air. oad 
ement to lec for ears, «o be emered between 
this and Chiifisnas. is ds fred eo fend be 7 Pome of Rent and 
other Purtienlars ; direfled co Mr. Delroes to te left at the Scape 
Coffee-houf: by St. Dunftan’s Church, in Fleet fireet. 





O NDON: Printed for S. Buckley, 
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and 7. Zonfen: And Sold by 4. Baldwin 
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